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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2014
Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis • 6:00 pm
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Join in a toast to Epworth’s 150 years of serving 
the community. Proceeds from the Wine Dinner & 
Auction benefit Epworth’s preventative programs to 
eliminate child abuse and neglect. Reservations are 
required, please contact Amy Rager at 
arager@epworth.org or 314.918.3401.
 

Event chairs: Deborah & Bryan LeMoine
Presented by:

Sponsored by:
Anonymous, McMahon Berger, First Bank, 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, Edward Jones, 
BancorpSouth, SM Wilson

Spotlight on Strength

Imagine being thirteen years old, 
pregnant and homeless. Where 
would you turn? Who would you 
trust? Would you be able to find 
the strength to persevere and build 
a future for yourself and a solid 
foundation for your child?

For Christy Phelps, finding her 
strength and independence 
began at an age when most girls 
are getting their ears pierced 
and going to sleepovers. At age 
thirteen, Christy learned she was 
pregnant and turned to her mother 
for support. Unable to deal with 
her daughter’s situation, Christy’s 
mother took her to Epworth’s 
Youth Emergency Services (YES) 
shelter in University City and drove 
away.

Christy Phelps

(continued on page 2)
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Wine Dinner & Auction
Saturday, November 15, 2014
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The Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis
Email arager@epworth.org 
for reservations.

Christy Phelps with her son, Terrence, visiting the YES shelter in University City
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It was at YES that Christy rebuilt her trust in others. The staff 
helped her to grow into her new role and fostered her sense of 
independence. They provided her with basic necessities – housing, 
clothes, showers, food and access to prenatal care. In this safe 
place, her personal strength grew. She learned to sew to focus her 
mind and soon gave birth to a healthy baby boy – Terrence.

Christy went on to marry her son’s father and move to Alabama 
where they had two more boys – Thaddeus and Theodore. Christy 
spent the next  two decades being the source of strength for her 
family – raising her boys, supporting her husband’s career and 
working through nursing school.

Years later, divorce from her children’s father prompted Christy’s 
return home to St. Louis. She worked several jobs, supported each 
of her three sons through college and would turn to sewing – the 
skill she learned as a teenager – to relax in the evenings.

Busy with family, sewing, her job and church, Christy didn’t notice 
that Ricky Phelps, a new acquaintance she’d made through work, 
was interested in more than friendship. It was her sons who sized 
Ricky up as a good guy – worthy of their mom – and encouraged 
the relationship. Gradually, Ricky’s patience and reassuring 
presence allowed Christy to let love in. The two were married 
in July.

Feeling settled back in St. Louis, with a new support system, 
Christy began thinking about her days at the YES shelter. She 
wondered if it was still there, still how she remembered it. She 
had many memories of YES – walking to the neighborhood 
convenience store, relaxing in the backyard, and, her most 
vivid memory, the sturdy wood-frame bed she’d slept on. After 
searching the now-unfamiliar neighborhood, Christy went online 
to see if she could find the place she temporarily called home. It 
wasn’t long before she found Epworth Children & Family Services.

Christy wanted to give back to the place that had given her 
so much.  She volunteered to mentor residential youth on the 
Webster Groves campus. She wanted to share her story and her 
love of sewing – the calming, focusing skill she had learned so 
long ago. When she learned YES was still at the same location 
in University City, she jumped at the chance to take a tour with 
Terrence, the child she had been expecting during her stay over 
25 years ago.

When Christy and Terrence pulled up to the building, everything 
was unfamiliar to her. Like the neighborhood, a lot had changed. 
Christy was nervous, anxious. Had her memories deceived her? 
Was this really the place? As the tour continued to the backyard 
– now paved with a patio – the memory of relaxing on the grass 
did not match the new, hard surroundings. They entered the first 
floor offices, and Christy noted…”  This used to be a patio. There is 
much more security now.”  The stairs provided a familiar landmark, 
but much had changed. Again, she was confused – was this really 
the place? As she walked down the long, dark hall and entered 
a bedroom at the back of the building, her face lit with emotion. 
Shock, fear, exhaustion, appreciation and happiness spurred the 
tears that streamed down her face. The bedroom, filled with basic 
necessities, purple bedding, brightly colored wall murals and those  
sturdy wood-frame beds made her past a reality. To keep from 
collapsing, Christy leaned on her son who, since even before he 
was born, has been her source of strength.
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Robert (Rob) Herhold was a fearless leader and inspiring friend to Epworth. Along with 
his wife, Jan, Rob first connected to Epworth in the early 2000’s through board member 
Marianne Fournie. Over the years, Jan and Rob have served the organization tirelessly.  
Rob was an integral part of the growth and success of Epworth - chairing the Board of 
Directors, countless hours of volunteer service, fulfilling Holiday Wishes, and serving as 
a proud ambassador in the community.  One of Rob’s most notable gifts to Epworth was 
helping develop an organizational zeal for quality improvement.  

Rob passed away in the winter of last year.  During his final months, Rob and his family 
planned his service and final words.  Rob’s generosity to Epworth continued beyond his 
lifetime and his memory endures as an investment in the future potential of each child 
served.  Thank you to the many individuals who made gifts in Rob’s memory.  We will 
miss this great man and cherish the time we had in his company.

“Losing Rob was not only a loss for his immediate family, but 
for the thousands of families and individuals served through his 
support of Epworth.”

Jan Herhold, Robert’s wife

Honoring a Leader

*Epworth Children & Family Services 
regrets the misspelling of names or 
the omission of any gift. If you would 
like to change your listing, contact 
cegan@epworth.org or call 
314.918.3411.

Spotlight on Strength
Christy Phelps (continued from cover)

Christy Phelps continues to volunteer at 
Epworth and continues to create handmade 

items – like her popular purses. If you are 
interested in purchasing an item, please 

email blessedthyhands@gmail.com

25 years later: Christy Phelps revisits her YES shelter bedroom

Christy Phelps with her sons – 
Thaddeus, Theodore and Terrence – 
when they were young (below) and 
at her July 2014 wedding to Ricky 
Phelps (left).

Rob Herhold



Thank You
from the CEO
For Epworth, the year 2014 brings 150 years of serving children 
and families in St. Louis and surrounding communities. Epworth 
began in 1864 as a mission agency of the United Methodist 
Church as they worked to care for orphans of the Civil War. 
Since then, we have evolved to meet the growing needs of the 
community and the needs of contemporary youth.
 
The work done by Epworth staff, volunteers, donors, board 
members, supporters and those we serve gives me an immense 
amount of pride.  So thank you to every individual, every 
organization, every entity and every client who has supported 
Epworth. You make building brighter futures a reality.

Kevin Drollinger, Chief Executive Officer

“To celebrate Kevin Drollinger’s 20 years of dedicated service and 
hard work to Epworth, the Governance Board gave him a surprise 
party. Yes… he was surprised! We were all so pleased to honor 
his commitment to the children and families Epworth serves 
every day. We remain as committed as Kevin to the continuous 
improvement of our agency as we work to meet the community’s 
needs. Thank you, Kevin, for all of your hard work!”

Bryan LeMoine, Board Chair
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Tribute Gifts
Thank You Tribute Gifts recognize, honor, and celebrate the 

passions and beliefs of individuals and groups.  For 
each Tribute gift received, Epworth will send a card 

acknowledging the donor and the individual who the 
gift recognizes. We invite you to consider a donation to 
Epworth in celebration or acknowledgement of those 
who have had impact on your life – knowing your gift 

makes an impact on those Epworth serves.
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Why did you choose the field you work in?
I started studying education, and realized that it wasn’t for me. But I 
wanted to change teenagers’ lives so I studied youth ministry at John 
Brown University. I want to be the person who makes an impact – to 
help people understand they may start from a hard place, but they 
can go somewhere way different.

What made you choose to work at Epworth?
When I went in for the interview, everything they explained about 
the position was everything I had dreamed of. It was the street 
outreach that was a plus.

Where do you do your work?
We spend a lot of time in the community, but the Drop-in Center in 
Normandy is home base.

How do homeless youth find you?
We go out into the streets and pass out flyers, contact information 
cards and talk directly with youth living on the streets. We post 
contact information in laundry mats and gas stations. Wherever we 
think youth will be, we try to put information.

What does your typical day at work look like?
After I check email and the phones, I start getting supplies together. 
We then take the van out into the community – usually downtown 
– to do “pick-ups” from places where homeless youth congregate. 
We bring them to the Drop-in Center so they can get food, showers, 
look for jobs… then we head back out with our supplies to reach 
more youth living on the streets. But our days fluctuate. That is a 
typical day, but there are others where we will go to meetings that 
help youth determine their options as they leave foster care. We will 
go to schools to educate the community on our services. I also run 
our LGBTQ youth group every other Wednesday. We really just try to 
spread the word about what Epworth offers.

When you say “supplies” – what are those?
We have snack packs – little bags of chips, Easy Mac, juice boxes, 
water, sandwich crackers – just something easy kids can eat. It may 
not fill them up, but it will sustain them for a day or two. We will also 
bring hygiene kits – shampoo and soap, feminine products. In the 
winter, we pack the van with hats and coats.

Where do these supplies come from?
All of it comes from donations. We do get some of the food for our 
snack packs from St. Louis Food Bank, but most of the time it is just 
donations that people give Epworth.

Paying It Forward
Dr. Ann Johanson

Pediatric Endocrinologist Dr. Ann Johanson has an 
extensive career history that has taken her from 
teaching medicine at the University of Virginia to 
researching growth hormones for Genentech in 
California.
 
Her heart, however, remains in Webster Groves and in 
the home that her parents once owned.  With beautiful 
gardens flanking the historic house and her golden 
retriever, Nisse, at her side, life in Webster feels blessed.
 
These blessings that Dr. Johanson worked tirelessly for 
have led her to “pay it forward.” She studied the most 
effective and efficient giving instruments. In the process, 
she developed a wealth of knowledge she’ll gladly share 
with anyone who asks her about charitable giving. 
Dr. Johanson believes there are not only intrinsic 
benefits of giving, but financial ones.
 
When choosing which organization to support, Dr. 
Johanson didn’t have to do very much research. Her 
dear aunt, Jan Achuff, had been a staunch supporter of 
Epworth Children & Family Services for years. Inspired 
by Epworth’s ability to transform the lives of so many 
individuals, Mrs. Achuff became a pillar of the Agency. 
“I remember Jan Achuff fondly,” recalls Epworth CEO 
Kevin Drollinger. “She was omni-present and positively 
impacted the lives of so many Epworth kiddos.”
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MAKE YOUR CHARITABLE DOLLARS
stretch further 
Just like Dr. Johanson, you can make your charitable gift stretch further by using Missouri state tax credits 
for contributions to Epworth Children & Family Services. Tax credits are available for donations of $1,000 or 
more which help fund efforts to keep youth and families strong. For more information about tax credits and 
contributions or other ways to give, visit Epworth.org or call 314.961.5718.

Dr. Ann Johanson, 
outside her home in 

Webster Groves.

The late Jan Achuff (left) in 2000.

A day at Epworth as…
A Street Outreach Worker

Crystal Schlereth has had a passion for helping 
homeless youth since she was 18 years old. When a friend 
began working for Epworth, she looked into her own 
opportunities with the Agency. On November 18, 2013, 
Crystal joined Epworth’s Street Outreach Team.  
Her passion had become a dream career.

What is your favorite part of the job?
Probably meeting the different youth and hearing their stories. Seeing 
how some can go from down-and-out to getting a shelter placement, 
and then grow and expand into a successful individual.

What is the most difficult or frustrating part of the job?
Ugh! Not being able to find a place for a homeless youth! Sometimes 
all the youth shelters are full and I am not able to do what I want to 
help them. It is something out of my control and that is the most 
difficult.

Why do you think you can relate so well to the youth we serve?
Probably because I have been in similar situations. I understand what 
it’s like to have to find a place to stay. I was considered at-risk of being 
homeless when I was a teenager. I lived with friends, I lived with my 
grandma until I was 19 and I bounced around a lot. Especially through 
college – I didn’t have my own steady place until I was 22. I think I also 
relate because I show them you can accomplish what you want, you 
may just need to work a little harder to get it. I tell them, it just takes a 
little more effort, but it’s not impossible.

What do you like to do during your time off?
Oh, my time off! I go to concerts, different art shows… dancing is one 
of my favorite things. And sports games!

What is one thing that people may not know about you?
That’s kind of hard – I pretty much share everything! I think a lot of 
people at Epworth don’t realize that I play guitar. And that I have 
recorded an EP and write my own music.

To learn more about available positions at Epworth, 
please browse our LinkedIn page, visit Epworth.org 
and click on the EMPLOYMENT tab or contact Kelly at 
kschmidt@epworth.org.



Marquis McCoy’s life revolves around helping others. As a youth mentor 
and associate minister at Bethesda Temple Church of the Apostolic Faith, 
he wanted to reach out in his community even further. Wishing to guide 
young adults through spiritual leadership, Marquis found the perfect fit 
at Epworth Children & Family Services and joined the volunteer team in 
2009.

Contacting Epworth’s Volunteer Coordinator, Margaret Mahan, Marquis 
learned more about the organization and its programs. Since the 
beginning, Marquis has felt welcome and he is committed to helping 
the organization grow.

“My first few weeks at Epworth were a trial period,” said Marquis. “The 
staff gauged me on how I handled the interaction with the kids. They 
need consistency and commitment and that’s why I joined the 
volunteer program; I wanted to be their rock.”

Marquis is involved as a spiritual dorm resource at the Webster Groves 
campus. This position is designed to provide spiritual guidance, positive 
role modeling, emotional support and enrichment through group 
activities.

Through Bible study sessions two days a month, Marquis leads children 
in prayer requests and scripture. After each session, he and the kids  
enjoy snack time while discussing what they’ve learned.

“I try and relate the lessons to the children’s day-to-day lives,” said McCoy. 
“I always tell them that today is just the beginning of their story or a 
chapter in their book.” Marquis said the kids turn to him for guidance and 
even refer to him as “Brother Marquis.” Through his years at Epworth, 
Marquis has had one particular moment that has stuck with him:

 “This child came up to me after a session and said ‘You’re the 
 first person in my life to have faith in me and believe in me,’” 
 recalled McCoy. “The kid was so grateful and I began to tear 
 up as I hugged him. It’s times like that where I wish I could be 
 there more to nourish children on the word of God, especially 
 those in a challenging situation.”

When Marquis is not volunteering at Epworth, he enjoys spending time 
with his wife and two young girls. His family is very involved in their 
church and community –helping others as much as they can. “I do what 
I love by giving my time and spiritual guidance to others,” said Marquis. 

“Our young men in Shoemaker dorm are extremely 
fortunate to have such a strong figure in their lives.”

Margaret Mahan – Epworth’s Volunteer Coordinator

If you are interested in volunteering at 
Epworth, please visit Epworth.org and 
click on the Volunteer button or Support 
Epworth tab.

Volunteers
Are at the Heart of Epworth

The Heritage Society 
Dr. Johanson’s CGA benefitting Epworth has qualified her as a member of the Heritage Society. Established to 
recognize supporters who choose to give beyond their lifetimes, Heritage members have named Epworth in 
their will or trust. If you have included Epworth in your estate, please let us know. We would like to express our 
appreciation and gratitude for this honor.
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For years, Dr. Johanson lent her expertise and experience 
to Epworth as a member of the Governing Board. Her 
background in higher education led her to encourage the 
agency to offer donors a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 
option. “It’s a common gifting mechanism that educational 
institutions use,” said Johanson. “Epworth will receive the 
whole gift when I pass, but in the meantime I get between 
seven and eight percent return, and a good portion is tax 
deductible.”
 
To establish the CGA, Dr. Johanson made a cash gift 
benefitting Epworth. The CGA gives her the option of 
adding additional funds as she sees fit, and she uses it as 
an investment fund. “It’s really a double-whammy: it’s a 
meaningful way to help children, and as a donor I get a nice 
cash return paid out annually, quarterly or monthly.” Even 
better, she adds with a smile, “The older you get, the more 
you get back.”
 
Dr. Johanson continues to financially support and advocate 
for Epworth as a Development Board member and, when 
she is not traveling cross-country with Nisse, will check-in 
on her Epworth family. Being the impetus for a new giving 
opportunity has opened the door for other donors who 
believe in the same type of giving as Dr. Johanson. She puts 
it simply, “I love to receive those checks – they benefit me 
and so many others that Epworth is helping.”

“Charitable Gift Annuities are a wonderful 
combination of a gift and an investment.”

Dr. Ann Johanson

Jack Adams
Warren & Kathryn D. Betts
Charlotte Boehm
Marguerite Burns
Barbara & Mike Bush
Phil & Janet Carlock
Catherine & Robert Cloyd
Terry & Kathleen Dessent
Evelyn Donnell
Kevin & Diane Drollinger 
Tanya & Jim Fipps

Jeffrey Fort
Carl & Shirley Garrett
Peggy Greene
Hazeldene Hawkins
Rick & Lynn Hill
Evelyn Hutson
Ann Johanson
Guy & Joan Johnson
Deborah & Bryan LeMoine 
Irene Mayer
Diane & Scott McCuaig

Betty Melby
Lucile Meyer
Alice & John Mohr
Scott & Michele Moon
Ed Odom
Jane Paine
Norman Potashnick
Jim & Dorothy Ritts
C. Robertson & Joan Chestnas
May Schneider
Maureen Schultz

Genice & Larry Self
Susan & Joseph Sivewright
Joe & Katharine Stewart
Marleah Strominger
Ruth & Arthur Svoboda
Evelyn Terrall
Dorothy & Floyd Thomure
Charles & Marguerite   
 VanMeter
Kirk Weaver

Heritage Society Members  

*If you are interested in learning more about the Heritage Society, please contact sgrass@epworth.org or call 314.918.3396.

How does a Charitable Gift Annuity work? 
For a minimum amount of $10,000 (or $20,000 for 
two donors), you receive secure annuity payments 
at a fixed rate. This irrevocable gift qualifies you for a 
partial income tax charitable deduction. The payment 
amount is based on your age when you make the gift 
and the amount will never change.

Donor
Gift Amount
Rate
Charitable Deduction*
Annuity Payment
Tax-Free Portion

Age 80
$10,000

6.8%
$5,065

$680 annually
$548

SAMPLE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY (CGA)

*Based on annual payments and a 2.4% charitable midterm federal rate. 
Deductions vary based on income earned. Actual calculations will vary 

depending on the donor’s date of birth and the timing of the gift.



SPONSORS

Premier Sponsor

Team Sponsors
 

VIP Tent Sponsors
SM Wilson
JM Family Enterprises

Grand Stand Sponsor
Thompson Coburn 

Tailgating Tent Sponsor
Robert “Chick” Fritz, Inc.

Kids Carnival Sponsor
First Bank

Golf Cart Sponsor
Anders CPAs + Advisors

Champagne Divot Stomp Sponsor
Designs for Tomorrow

Information Booth Sponsor
FleishmanHillard

Chukkar Sponsors
Kohlfeld Distributing
Wood Financial Partners (2)
Conroy Media, Ltd.
Summit Distributing
AHM Financial

Epworth’s 19th Annual
Charity Polo Match
The Epworth Annual Polo Match raises funds that benefit programs designed to 
prevent child abuse and neglect and encourage self-sufficiency in St. Louis youth 
and families. Each year, co-chairs Christi and Billy Busch welcome spectators, 
supporters, community members and two Polo teams to the Kräftig Polo Club in 
Defiance, Missouri. It’s a day full of activities for all ages!
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Celebrating

In 2014, Epworth celebrated a milestone by hosting an appreciation event for the community.
Volunteers, staff, clients and neighbors enjoyed an afternoon filled with cupcakes, ice cream, games, activities, history 
and a photo booth. Thank you to all who attended!

Mr. & Mrs. Taylor

Brigid & Pat McCauley

Lisa Hearn & Megan HearnFloyd & Dorothy Thomure

Marcee Hogan, Debbie Taylor & Friends

Julia Pickup & Jill Gillespie

John and Shannon Grass & Family

Aliyah Ivy, Celeste Dotson & Roniyah Banks

Jason and Rebecca Cornatzer & Family

Talya Porter, Debbie Taylor, Joyce Glass & Temeeka Glass

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Baner

150 Years of Service
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Marquis McCoy’s life revolves around helping others. As a youth mentor 
and associate minister at Bethesda Temple Church of the Apostolic Faith, 
he wanted to reach out in his community even further. Wishing to guide 
young adults through spiritual leadership, Marquis found the perfect fit 
at Epworth Children & Family Services and joined the volunteer team in 
2009.

Contacting Epworth’s Volunteer Coordinator, Margaret Mahan, Marquis 
learned more about the organization and its programs. Since the 
beginning, Marquis has felt welcome and he is committed to helping 
the organization grow.

“My first few weeks at Epworth were a trial period,” said Marquis. “The 
staff gauged me on how I handled the interaction with the kids. They 
need consistency and commitment and that’s why I joined the 
volunteer program; I wanted to be their rock.”

Marquis is involved as a spiritual dorm resource at the Webster Groves 
campus. This position is designed to provide spiritual guidance, positive 
role modeling, emotional support and enrichment through group 
activities.

Through Bible study sessions two days a month, Marquis leads children 
in prayer requests and scripture. After each session, he and the kids  
enjoy snack time while discussing what they’ve learned.

“I try and relate the lessons to the children’s day-to-day lives,” said McCoy. 
“I always tell them that today is just the beginning of their story or a 
chapter in their book.” Marquis said the kids turn to him for guidance and 
even refer to him as “Brother Marquis.” Through his years at Epworth, 
Marquis has had one particular moment that has stuck with him:

 “This child came up to me after a session and said ‘You’re the 
 first person in my life to have faith in me and believe in me,’” 
 recalled McCoy. “The kid was so grateful and I began to tear 
 up as I hugged him. It’s times like that where I wish I could be 
 there more to nourish children on the word of God, especially 
 those in a challenging situation.”

When Marquis is not volunteering at Epworth, he enjoys spending time 
with his wife and two young girls. His family is very involved in their 
church and community –helping others as much as they can. “I do what 
I love by giving my time and spiritual guidance to others,” said Marquis. 

“Our young men in Shoemaker dorm are extremely 
fortunate to have such a strong figure in their lives.”

Margaret Mahan – Epworth’s Volunteer Coordinator

If you are interested in volunteering at 
Epworth, please visit Epworth.org and 
click on the Volunteer button or Support 
Epworth tab.

Volunteers
Are at the Heart of Epworth

The Heritage Society 
Dr. Johanson’s CGA benefitting Epworth has qualified her as a member of the Heritage Society. Established to 
recognize supporters who choose to give beyond their lifetimes, Heritage members have named Epworth in 
their will or trust. If you have included Epworth in your estate, please let us know. We would like to express our 
appreciation and gratitude for this honor.
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For years, Dr. Johanson lent her expertise and experience 
to Epworth as a member of the Governing Board. Her 
background in higher education led her to encourage the 
agency to offer donors a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 
option. “It’s a common gifting mechanism that educational 
institutions use,” said Johanson. “Epworth will receive the 
whole gift when I pass, but in the meantime I get between 
seven and eight percent return, and a good portion is tax 
deductible.”
 
To establish the CGA, Dr. Johanson made a cash gift 
benefitting Epworth. The CGA gives her the option of 
adding additional funds as she sees fit, and she uses it as 
an investment fund. “It’s really a double-whammy: it’s a 
meaningful way to help children, and as a donor I get a nice 
cash return paid out annually, quarterly or monthly.” Even 
better, she adds with a smile, “The older you get, the more 
you get back.”
 
Dr. Johanson continues to financially support and advocate 
for Epworth as a Development Board member and, when 
she is not traveling cross-country with Nisse, will check-in 
on her Epworth family. Being the impetus for a new giving 
opportunity has opened the door for other donors who 
believe in the same type of giving as Dr. Johanson. She puts 
it simply, “I love to receive those checks – they benefit me 
and so many others that Epworth is helping.”

“Charitable Gift Annuities are a wonderful 
combination of a gift and an investment.”

Dr. Ann Johanson

Jack Adams
Warren & Kathryn D. Betts
Charlotte Boehm
Marguerite Burns
Barbara & Mike Bush
Phil & Janet Carlock
Catherine & Robert Cloyd
Terry & Kathleen Dessent
Evelyn Donnell
Kevin & Diane Drollinger 
Tanya & Jim Fipps

Jeffrey Fort
Carl & Shirley Garrett
Peggy Greene
Hazeldene Hawkins
Rick & Lynn Hill
Evelyn Hutson
Ann Johanson
Guy & Joan Johnson
Deborah & Bryan LeMoine 
Irene Mayer
Diane & Scott McCuaig

Betty Melby
Lucile Meyer
Alice & John Mohr
Scott & Michele Moon
Ed Odom
Jane Paine
Norman Potashnick
Jim & Dorothy Ritts
C. Robertson & Joan Chestnas
May Schneider
Maureen Schultz

Genice & Larry Self
Susan & Joseph Sivewright
Joe & Katharine Stewart
Marleah Strominger
Ruth & Arthur Svoboda
Evelyn Terrall
Dorothy & Floyd Thomure
Charles & Marguerite   
 VanMeter
Kirk Weaver

Heritage Society Members  

*If you are interested in learning more about the Heritage Society, please contact sgrass@epworth.org or call 314.918.3396.

How does a Charitable Gift Annuity work? 
For a minimum amount of $10,000 (or $20,000 for 
two donors), you receive secure annuity payments 
at a fixed rate. This irrevocable gift qualifies you for a 
partial income tax charitable deduction. The payment 
amount is based on your age when you make the gift 
and the amount will never change.

Donor
Gift Amount
Rate
Charitable Deduction*
Annuity Payment
Tax-Free Portion

Age 80
$10,000

6.8%
$5,065

$680 annually
$548

SAMPLE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY (CGA)

*Based on annual payments and a 2.4% charitable midterm federal rate. 
Deductions vary based on income earned. Actual calculations will vary 

depending on the donor’s date of birth and the timing of the gift.



Why did you choose the field you work in?
I started studying education, and realized that it wasn’t for me. But I 
wanted to change teenagers’ lives so I studied youth ministry at John 
Brown University. I want to be the person who makes an impact – to 
help people understand they may start from a hard place, but they 
can go somewhere way different.

What made you choose to work at Epworth?
When I went in for the interview, everything they explained about 
the position was everything I had dreamed of. It was the street 
outreach that was a plus.

Where do you do your work?
We spend a lot of time in the community, but the Drop-in Center in 
Normandy is home base.

How do homeless youth find you?
We go out into the streets and pass out flyers, contact information 
cards and talk directly with youth living on the streets. We post 
contact information in laundry mats and gas stations. Wherever we 
think youth will be, we try to put information.

What does your typical day at work look like?
After I check email and the phones, I start getting supplies together. 
We then take the van out into the community – usually downtown 
– to do “pick-ups” from places where homeless youth congregate. 
We bring them to the Drop-in Center so they can get food, showers, 
look for jobs… then we head back out with our supplies to reach 
more youth living on the streets. But our days fluctuate. That is a 
typical day, but there are others where we will go to meetings that 
help youth determine their options as they leave foster care. We will 
go to schools to educate the community on our services. I also run 
our LGBTQ youth group every other Wednesday. We really just try to 
spread the word about what Epworth offers.

When you say “supplies” – what are those?
We have snack packs – little bags of chips, Easy Mac, juice boxes, 
water, sandwich crackers – just something easy kids can eat. It may 
not fill them up, but it will sustain them for a day or two. We will also 
bring hygiene kits – shampoo and soap, feminine products. In the 
winter, we pack the van with hats and coats.

Where do these supplies come from?
All of it comes from donations. We do get some of the food for our 
snack packs from St. Louis Food Bank, but most of the time it is just 
donations that people give Epworth.

Paying It Forward
Dr. Ann Johanson

Pediatric Endocrinologist Dr. Ann Johanson has an 
extensive career history that has taken her from 
teaching medicine at the University of Virginia to 
researching growth hormones for Genentech in 
California.
 
Her heart, however, remains in Webster Groves and in 
the home that her parents once owned.  With beautiful 
gardens flanking the historic house and her golden 
retriever, Nisse, at her side, life in Webster feels blessed.
 
These blessings that Dr. Johanson worked tirelessly for 
have led her to “pay it forward.” She studied the most 
effective and efficient giving instruments. In the process, 
she developed a wealth of knowledge she’ll gladly share 
with anyone who asks her about charitable giving. 
Dr. Johanson believes there are not only intrinsic 
benefits of giving, but financial ones.
 
When choosing which organization to support, Dr. 
Johanson didn’t have to do very much research. Her 
dear aunt, Jan Achuff, had been a staunch supporter of 
Epworth Children & Family Services for years. Inspired 
by Epworth’s ability to transform the lives of so many 
individuals, Mrs. Achuff became a pillar of the Agency. 
“I remember Jan Achuff fondly,” recalls Epworth CEO 
Kevin Drollinger. “She was omni-present and positively 
impacted the lives of so many Epworth kiddos.”
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MAKE YOUR CHARITABLE DOLLARS
stretch further 
Just like Dr. Johanson, you can make your charitable gift stretch further by using Missouri state tax credits 
for contributions to Epworth Children & Family Services. Tax credits are available for donations of $1,000 or 
more which help fund efforts to keep youth and families strong. For more information about tax credits and 
contributions or other ways to give, visit Epworth.org or call 314.961.5718.

Dr. Ann Johanson, 
outside her home in 

Webster Groves.

The late Jan Achuff (left) in 2000.

A day at Epworth as…
A Street Outreach Worker

Crystal Schlereth has had a passion for helping 
homeless youth since she was 18 years old. When a friend 
began working for Epworth, she looked into her own 
opportunities with the Agency. On November 18, 2013, 
Crystal joined Epworth’s Street Outreach Team.  
Her passion had become a dream career.

What is your favorite part of the job?
Probably meeting the different youth and hearing their stories. Seeing 
how some can go from down-and-out to getting a shelter placement, 
and then grow and expand into a successful individual.

What is the most difficult or frustrating part of the job?
Ugh! Not being able to find a place for a homeless youth! Sometimes 
all the youth shelters are full and I am not able to do what I want to 
help them. It is something out of my control and that is the most 
difficult.

Why do you think you can relate so well to the youth we serve?
Probably because I have been in similar situations. I understand what 
it’s like to have to find a place to stay. I was considered at-risk of being 
homeless when I was a teenager. I lived with friends, I lived with my 
grandma until I was 19 and I bounced around a lot. Especially through 
college – I didn’t have my own steady place until I was 22. I think I also 
relate because I show them you can accomplish what you want, you 
may just need to work a little harder to get it. I tell them, it just takes a 
little more effort, but it’s not impossible.

What do you like to do during your time off?
Oh, my time off! I go to concerts, different art shows… dancing is one 
of my favorite things. And sports games!

What is one thing that people may not know about you?
That’s kind of hard – I pretty much share everything! I think a lot of 
people at Epworth don’t realize that I play guitar. And that I have 
recorded an EP and write my own music.

To learn more about available positions at Epworth, 
please browse our LinkedIn page, visit Epworth.org 
and click on the EMPLOYMENT tab or contact Kelly at 
kschmidt@epworth.org.



Thank You
from the CEO
For Epworth, the year 2014 brings 150 years of serving children 
and families in St. Louis and surrounding communities. Epworth 
began in 1864 as a mission agency of the United Methodist 
Church as they worked to care for orphans of the Civil War. 
Since then, we have evolved to meet the growing needs of the 
community and the needs of contemporary youth.
 
The work done by Epworth staff, volunteers, donors, board 
members, supporters and those we serve gives me an immense 
amount of pride.  So thank you to every individual, every 
organization, every entity and every client who has supported 
Epworth. You make building brighter futures a reality.

Kevin Drollinger, Chief Executive Officer

“To celebrate Kevin Drollinger’s 20 years of dedicated service and 
hard work to Epworth, the Governance Board gave him a surprise 
party. Yes… he was surprised! We were all so pleased to honor 
his commitment to the children and families Epworth serves 
every day. We remain as committed as Kevin to the continuous 
improvement of our agency as we work to meet the community’s 
needs. Thank you, Kevin, for all of your hard work!”

Bryan LeMoine, Board Chair
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Tribute Gifts
Thank You Tribute Gifts recognize, honor, and celebrate the 

passions and beliefs of individuals and groups.  For 
each Tribute gift received, Epworth will send a card 

acknowledging the donor and the individual who the 
gift recognizes. We invite you to consider a donation to 
Epworth in celebration or acknowledgement of those 
who have had impact on your life – knowing your gift 

makes an impact on those Epworth serves.

IN CELEBRATION OF:
Sue Engelhardt’s Birthday
David Caplin
Timothy and Lib Granzeau
Timothy and Kara O’Leary
David and Jacqueline Rosen
Julie Stephenson

The wedding of Kirk Ficker 
& Susan Fox
Arlene and Vernon Ramsey

Betty Herndon’s Birthday
Bill and Helen Penton

The wedding of Kent 
Knickmeyer & Lina Killiary
David and Gayle Stratmann

Bryan LeMoine’s Birthday
John and Jennifer Hein
Alison and Jim Marischen
Debra Shearer

The wedding of Tony Moise 
& Jill Hentz
Bill Elliot
Virginia McCook

IN HONOR OF:
Ben Aycock
Ruth Hogan

Warren Betts
Mark and Kim Smith

Diana Braungardt
Marguerite Burns

Bud
Ruth Koch

Barbara Burger
Mary Middleton

Billy Busch
Financial Executives
International-   
St. Louis Chapter

Katie Cloyd
Patricia Beck

Kate Drollinger
Shannon and John Grass

Kevin Drollinger & 
Shaelene Plank
Fidelity Charitable 
(Just World Fund)
Watkins Building Group

Epworth Staff
Warren and Kathryn D. Betts

Jeffrey Fort
Greater St. Louis Community 
Foundation

Shannon Grass
Holly Swift

Mary Sue Herron
Diana Dahl

Ivan Lee LaTurno
Judith LaTurno

Bryan & Deb LeMoine
Timothy Finley
Maplewood UMC
Kim and Steven Shirar

Margaret Mahan
James Moynihan

Beth & Stan McCurdy
Jeffrey McCurdy

Julie Nieman
Vincent and Cynthia Gottschlich

Marie Deneke Niswonger
O. and Chris Wallach

Ed Odom
Webster Hills UMC UMW

Dex Payne & Family
Ellen Payne

Alice Belle Rister
Dan Rister

Barrett Schroeder
William and Constance Ward

Larry & Genice Self
Phil and Janet Carlock

Ruth Sivon
Kathleen Collins

Virginia Suggs
George and Helen Suggs

Darren Thompson
Dennis and Sammy Thompson

Carol & Gary Wilbur
Jason and Deborah Wilbur

Robert & Margie Woods
Leroy and Martha Jones

IN MEMORY OF:
Mary Lou Adams
David and Paula Adams

John L. Bauer Jr.
Pam and Kevin Bray

Jimmy “Bobby” Becker
James and Lucy Baker
Mary Dierker
Sharon Reed and Thomas 
Duckworth
Selvaggio Steel, Inc.

Dr. William E. Betts, Dr. Laura S. 
Betts, & Dr. William E. Betts Jr.
Warren and Kathryn D. Betts

Ed Blum
Holly and Gail Bird

Lenette Bolnick’s Father
The Epworth Women’s Auxiliary

Michael Brown
Natasha Ajogbor

Claude Bunch
Shirley DeHay

Peter Burks
Algonquin Golf Club
Nancy and Nicolas George
Robert and Helen Graham
Joan Hiller
Robert and Sally Ravensberg
Sue and James Shapleigh
Richard and Beverly Straub
James and Sally Wachtman

Donna Derickson
Kelly Davis
ITW Building Components Group, Inc.
E. Knierim
Lois Koenen
Margaret Mahan
Reorganized School District No. 7
James and Julia Tietjens

Paul & Mary Detrick
Mary Ruth Brown

Rev. Richard J. Detweiler
Mary Louise Detweiler

O.E. Dunnbier
Louise Young

Harry F. Eaton
R. and Betty Eaton

Marian Feerick
Barbara Pack

Ben Feldman
Arnie and Joan Jacobson

Louis Fields, Jr.
James and Vicki Roberts
The Epworth Women’s Auxiliary

Donald Fitzgerald
Margaret Fitzgerald

Jeanette Forquer
John and Carol Groneck

Thomas V. Francis
Ruth Koch

June Franks
Sue Bowles
Marilyn Haberle
Jo Ann Hoffmann
Bruce Phillips
Marion Posegate
M. Rankey
Vicki and Mark Taggart

Diana J. Gardner
Russell and Lynn Huelsmann

Susan George
Kim Jenne

Ralph Gianino
Norman Potashnick

Michael Gordin
Peggy and Richard Gordin

Dolores Grands
Joan and Robert Griffin 

Peg Grumke
Nancy and James Clark
Stacey George
Tom Lewis and Mary Hamln
Thomas and Kim Pacatte
George and Kim Schaefer
Nuviah Shirazi
The Wells Fargo Foundation

Gayle Habiltzel
Louise Young

Oscar Hampton II
Nathaniel and Juanita Peters

Josephine Hawthorne
Margaret Estes
Ray and Carol Girard
Gayle Gray
Harmony UMC
Jennifer Hawthorne
Ken Henderson
Stephen Jones
Willam and Olive Mamer
Dorothy Ryther
Melinda Schuster
The Epworth Women’s Auxiliary
Ted and Virginia Wharton
Rhonda Yocks



It was at YES that Christy rebuilt her trust in others. The staff 
helped her to grow into her new role and fostered her sense of 
independence. They provided her with basic necessities – housing, 
clothes, showers, food and access to prenatal care. In this safe 
place, her personal strength grew. She learned to sew to focus her 
mind and soon gave birth to a healthy baby boy – Terrence.

Christy went on to marry her son’s father and move to Alabama 
where they had two more boys – Thaddeus and Theodore. Christy 
spent the next  two decades being the source of strength for her 
family – raising her boys, supporting her husband’s career and 
working through nursing school.

Years later, divorce from her children’s father prompted Christy’s 
return home to St. Louis. She worked several jobs, supported each 
of her three sons through college and would turn to sewing – the 
skill she learned as a teenager – to relax in the evenings.

Busy with family, sewing, her job and church, Christy didn’t notice 
that Ricky Phelps, a new acquaintance she’d made through work, 
was interested in more than friendship. It was her sons who sized 
Ricky up as a good guy – worthy of their mom – and encouraged 
the relationship. Gradually, Ricky’s patience and reassuring 
presence allowed Christy to let love in. The two were married 
in July.

Feeling settled back in St. Louis, with a new support system, 
Christy began thinking about her days at the YES shelter. She 
wondered if it was still there, still how she remembered it. She 
had many memories of YES – walking to the neighborhood 
convenience store, relaxing in the backyard, and, her most 
vivid memory, the sturdy wood-frame bed she’d slept on. After 
searching the now-unfamiliar neighborhood, Christy went online 
to see if she could find the place she temporarily called home. It 
wasn’t long before she found Epworth Children & Family Services.

Christy wanted to give back to the place that had given her 
so much.  She volunteered to mentor residential youth on the 
Webster Groves campus. She wanted to share her story and her 
love of sewing – the calming, focusing skill she had learned so 
long ago. When she learned YES was still at the same location 
in University City, she jumped at the chance to take a tour with 
Terrence, the child she had been expecting during her stay over 
25 years ago.

When Christy and Terrence pulled up to the building, everything 
was unfamiliar to her. Like the neighborhood, a lot had changed. 
Christy was nervous, anxious. Had her memories deceived her? 
Was this really the place? As the tour continued to the backyard 
– now paved with a patio – the memory of relaxing on the grass 
did not match the new, hard surroundings. They entered the first 
floor offices, and Christy noted…”  This used to be a patio. There is 
much more security now.”  The stairs provided a familiar landmark, 
but much had changed. Again, she was confused – was this really 
the place? As she walked down the long, dark hall and entered 
a bedroom at the back of the building, her face lit with emotion. 
Shock, fear, exhaustion, appreciation and happiness spurred the 
tears that streamed down her face. The bedroom, filled with basic 
necessities, purple bedding, brightly colored wall murals and those  
sturdy wood-frame beds made her past a reality. To keep from 
collapsing, Christy leaned on her son who, since even before he 
was born, has been her source of strength.
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Genell Henderson
Ruth Astroth
Sharon and Karen Duke
Ralph and Sylvia Garzia
Rosemarie Glueck
Ronald and Carol Hagen
Robert Hall and Celeste Robert
Terry Henderson
Bob and Cheryl Hughes
Geraldine Jacobs
Kathryn Linnemann Library
Vincent Keil
Janice Molino
Gordon and Iris Murray
Fred and Sharon Pasley
Wilbur and Arlene Ring
Frankie and Nancy Romero
Richard and Carol Schierding
John and Merry Schmidt
Van and Susan Schmidt
Linda Schroeter
S.M. Tebbe
Tonganoxie Middle School
Cynthia Witzel
William and Joyce Zollman

Robert Herhold Jr.
Andrew Bergner
Richard and Amy Boswell
Wallace and Nina Bryans
Lance and Janell Bursac
Barbara and Mike Bush
Susan Bussmann

Catherine and Robert Cloyd
Carol and H. G. Cooke
Mary Doerhoff
Robert and Deborah Dolgin
Frank Dries
Felix and Linda Ferrise
Michael and Karen Gedera
John Glick
Joseph and Zeena Goldenberg
Steven and Nicole Harf
Vicki and Alan Henderson
Edward Herhold
James Herhold
Tom and Nancy Heusler
Matt Jackson
Claybourne and Susan Magee
Anita Marx
Debbie McQuay
Tad and Ginny Murphy
John and Mary Beth Placht
David and Sue Propper
Kimberly and Jeffrey Rochetti
Bruce and Caryn Sandweiss
Bruce and Karen Scheidhauer
Paul and Lynn Segura
Genice and Larry Self
Raymond and Maggie So
B. Andrew and Elizabeth Teller
Daniel and Peggy West
Eric and Missi Wood
John and Erni Wood

June Hlavacek
Mary Ellen Roth and Mark 
Chellevold

Ruth Hogan
David and Mary Kinder

Walter Rawlins Horlacher Jr.
Christopher Frank

Maxine “Max” Huster
Janet Austin
Henry Eitner
First UMC of Saint Charles
Sandy Huster
Hawkins Kenneth
The Rotherham Revocable Living 
Trust

Faye Kaiser
Norman Potashnick

Henryetta Knobel
Ginny Borghesi

Metta Korte
Robert and Barbara Blomquist

Christopher Lenzen
Marilyn and Jerry Smith

Alma Lewis
Arlene and Vernon Ramsey

Barbara Loesche
Holly and Gail Bird

David Mahan
J.R. and N.S. Wilson

Carol Martin
Charles and Susie Garrison

Bob McKay
Larry and Karen Avery

Gregory H. Nunnelee
Janice Nunnelee

J. Mark Nunnelee
Janice Nunnelee

Robert Paine
Catherine and Robert Cloyd

Lt. Col. Jack Reuter
Martha Reuter

Roy & David Scheible
Barbara Scheible

Paula V. Smith
Janet Carver

Cindy Van Acker
Gregory and Christine Van Acker

Nancy White-Hibbler
Anonymous

Robert (Rob) Herhold was a fearless leader and inspiring friend to Epworth. Along with 
his wife, Jan, Rob first connected to Epworth in the early 2000’s through board member 
Marianne Fournie. Over the years, Jan and Rob have served the organization tirelessly.  
Rob was an integral part of the growth and success of Epworth - chairing the Board of 
Directors, countless hours of volunteer service, fulfilling Holiday Wishes, and serving as 
a proud ambassador in the community.  One of Rob’s most notable gifts to Epworth was 
helping develop an organizational zeal for quality improvement.  

Rob passed away in the winter of last year.  During his final months, Rob and his family 
planned his service and final words.  Rob’s generosity to Epworth continued beyond his 
lifetime and his memory endures as an investment in the future potential of each child 
served.  Thank you to the many individuals who made gifts in Rob’s memory.  We will 
miss this great man and cherish the time we had in his company.

“Losing Rob was not only a loss for his immediate family, but 
for the thousands of families and individuals served through his 
support of Epworth.”

Jan Herhold, Robert’s wife

Honoring a Leader

*Epworth Children & Family Services 
regrets the misspelling of names or 
the omission of any gift. If you would 
like to change your listing, contact 
cegan@epworth.org or call 
314.918.3411.

Spotlight on Strength
Christy Phelps (continued from cover)

Christy Phelps continues to volunteer at 
Epworth and continues to create handmade 

items – like her popular purses. If you are 
interested in purchasing an item, please 

email blessedthyhands@gmail.com

25 years later: Christy Phelps revisits her YES shelter bedroom

Christy Phelps with her sons – 
Thaddeus, Theodore and Terrence – 
when they were young (below) and 
at her July 2014 wedding to Ricky 
Phelps (left).

Rob Herhold



Strong youth. Strong families. Strong community.

FALL 2014 EPWORTH.ORG

Governing Board
William Jenkins, Chair
Bryan LeMoine, Chair-elect
Chris Jones, Treasurer
Cathy Campbell, Secretary
Amy Berg, Past Chair

Kelly Archer
Christine Wells Eason
Sam Hamacher
James D. Hill
Linda Hayes Holliday
Rev. Gloria Jones
Kristen Jones 
Rep. Jeanne Kirkton
Marty Lenihan
John W. Lindbloom
Eric Marquardt
Charles G. Misko
Yvette Richards
James R. Ritts
Bishop Robert Schnase
Rev. Kurt Schuermann
Shari Scott
T.C. Slater
Rev. Sheila Bouie-Sledge
Rep. Rick Stream
Armenia Stubblefield
Michelle Tucker
Paula Vise
Daniel A. West
Johanna Wharton

Emeritus
William K. Busch
Barbara J. Bush
Carol Cooke
Katie Cloyd
Julia Grubb
Jane Paine

Chief Executive Officer
Kevin Drollinger

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2014
Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis • 6:00 pm
100 Carondelet Plaza • St. Louis, MO  63105

Join in a toast to Epworth’s 150 years of serving 
the community. Proceeds from the Wine Dinner & 
Auction benefit Epworth’s preventative programs to 
eliminate child abuse and neglect. Reservations are 
required, please contact Amy Rager at 
arager@epworth.org or 314.918.3401.
 

Event chairs: Deborah & Bryan LeMoine
Presented by:

Sponsored by:
Anonymous, McMahon Berger, First Bank, 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, Edward Jones, 
BancorpSouth, SM Wilson

Spotlight on Strength

Imagine being thirteen years old, 
pregnant and homeless. Where 
would you turn? Who would you 
trust? Would you be able to find 
the strength to persevere and build 
a future for yourself and a solid 
foundation for your child?

For Christy Phelps, finding her 
strength and independence 
began at an age when most girls 
are getting their ears pierced 
and going to sleepovers. At age 
thirteen, Christy learned she was 
pregnant and turned to her mother 
for support. Unable to deal with 
her daughter’s situation, Christy’s 
mother took her to Epworth’s 
Youth Emergency Services (YES) 
shelter in University City and drove 
away.

Christy Phelps

(continued on page 2)

Wine Dinner & Auction
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Development Board

110 N. Elm. Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63119

Holiday Grant-A-Wish
November 2 – December 8, 2014
M-F 8:30am – 5:00pm
Email rkraby@epworth.org to be 
matched with a wish list.

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
St. Louis, MO

Permit No. 537

For more information, visit Epworth.org

Wine Dinner & Auction
Saturday, November 15, 2014
6:00pm – 11:00pm
The Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis
Email arager@epworth.org 
for reservations.

Christy Phelps with her son, Terrence, visiting the YES shelter in University City

11/14

Scan here 
to send an 
email for a 
wish list.


