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Ambassador George Herbert Walker III

To be Honored as “Pillar of Strength”

For Immediate Release — Epworth Children & Family Services announces that the 2009 recipient of its community “Pillar of Strength” Award will be Ambassador George Herbert Walker III. Ambassador Walker will be honored during a celebration dinner that will be held in the Khorassan Room at the Chase Park Plaza on March 14, 2009. 

The Pillar of Strength Award, established in 2005, honors an individual or organization that embodies the soul of Epworth’s mission — those that set aside obstacles to success and who focus on positive attributes to build strengths. 

“Ambassador Walker truly lives the mission of Epworth within the community,” says Epworth Pillar of Strength event co-chair Diane McCuaig. “He is passionate about community service, has a long-standing history of collaboration and excels at identifying strengths to succeed, both in business and in his personal goals. We are delighted that Ambassador Walker will be honored by Epworth and the community at large for his service.”

Ambassador Walker has experience and interests that transcend business, finance, education, politics and civic affairs.  He served as the U.S. Ambassador to Hungary from 2003 to 2006.  His business career began as an investment executive at G.H. Walker & Co. in 1958. In 1976, he joined Stifel, Nicolaus & Company and rose to the position of President and Chief Executive in 1978. In 1982, he also was named Chairman of the Board. After a decade at the helm of the successful investment company, Ambassador Walker stepped down first as Chief Executive Officer and then as Chairman in 2001.

Active in politics and public service, Ambassador Walker has served as the Chairman of Downtown St. Louis (now known as the Downtown Partnership) and led the Alexis de Tocqueville Society of the United Way of Greater St. Louis in 1994. In addition, he has been a member of the Boards of Directors for numerous organizations, including the Midwest Stock Exchange, the Missouri Historical Society and the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis as well as on the Boards of Macroeconomic Advisors, Inc., Laidlaw Corporation, and Lafayette Federal Savings and Loan. He also served on the Regional Firms Advisory Committee of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) and the Executive Committee of the Securities Industry Association.

Ambassador Walker currently serves as Chairman of the Board of Webster University and is a board member of the International Democracy Transition Center headquartered in Budapest, Hungary as well as a board member of Western-Southern Life Insurance Company.

A cousin of President George Herbert Walker Bush, Ambassador Walker is a lifelong Republican, having served in key finance roles for the campaigns of Presidents Nixon and Reagan, as well as Bush. In 1992, he was asked by the mayor of St. Louis to form a Blue Ribbon Advisory Committee to help amend the state Constitution so that voters in St. Louis City would have authority to change the city charter and have stronger, local control over budget and finance issues. This effort succeeded after a statewide vote in 2000.

“Prescott Bush, the father of President Bush, was a firm believer in giving back to the community throughout life and he made a great impression on me to do my best and serve with honor,” said Ambassador Walker as he toured Epworth. “We’ve been privileged and blessed to succeed in life, but the real value is giving back and trying to make a difference.”

While at Epworth recently, Ambassador Walker met with Jason, a 20-year-old foster care youth who currently is enrolled in Epworth’s Chafee Program. “I was disrespectful, had low self-esteem and put myself in the role of victim for a long time,” Hunter said to the Ambassador. “I made a decision that I wanted to be a survivor rather than a victim and I started searching for the resources that would help me — resources like those that Epworth offers to youth like me.”

Much to the delight of the Ambassador and his wife, Carol, Jason said he “googled” information about the Ambassador so that he could be prepared to talk with him. “You are a successful businessman and a community leader,” he told the Ambassador. “I want to say that the most important thing that I gained while learning to be independent is that I can be anything I want to be, just like you!”

Ambassador Walker beamed. “You can be better than me,” he told Hunter. “I’m so proud to have met you. In my mind, you already are giving back and becoming successful.”

Epworth’s Pillar of Strength Award has been presented to several community leaders over the past four years. Among the recipients to date: Walt Jocketty, former general manager of the St. Louis Cardinals; Frank Viverito and the St. Louis Sports Commission, and Thelma and David Steward. David Steward is Board Chair of the United Way of Greater St. Louis and Chairman and Founder of World Wide Technologies, Inc.  WWT is  the largest minority-owned business in the United States.

“We encourage citizens and community leaders to take this wonderful opportunity to honor Ambassador Walker for all of his service and dedication to the St. Louis region and beyond by coming to the Pillar of Strength event in March,” says Terry Prince, co-chair of the event. “Plans are currently underway for an unforgettable evening that will feature a live auction, dinner, dancing and a beautiful tribute to an important member of our community.”

Corporate sponsors are currently being sought for the 2009 Pillar of Strength Award Celebration. For more information contact Debbie Daly at 314.961-5718.

Epworth Children & Family Services was established in 1864 and is based in Webster Groves, Mo. A founding member of the Child Welfare League of America, Epworth provides a wide variety of services to at-risk youth ages birth-21 and their families. The organization offers intensive residential and day treatment programs for youth and is nationally recognized for its independent and transitional living programs. It also operates a youth emergency center with a 24-hour youth hotline and provides therapeutic counseling and educational services in its accredited special education school.

Epworth is accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) and has the BBB wise giving seal.  Epworth is a Charter Member of the Missouri Coalition of Children’s Agencies, and is a proud member of the United Way of Greater St. Louis. For more information about Epworth, log onto www.epworth.org
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